
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

This fact sheet provides information on the Impact Area 
Groundwater Study Program’s Rapid Response Action 
Plans for a cleanup action at the former open detonation 
site known as Demolition Area 2. This action is scheduled 
to begin in spring 2004. The draft plans can be found at 
the Impact Area Groundwater Study Program’s Web site 
at www.groundwaterprogram.org and at the libraries 
listed on page 2. 
 

The Impact Area Groundwater Study Program, which is 
managed by the U.S. Army Environmental Center, is 
conducting an investigation into groundwater 
contamination at Camp Edwards on the Massachusetts 
Military Reservation.  Working under U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency administrative orders and in 
cooperation with the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection, the Impact Area Groundwater 
Study Program is committed to investigating and cleaning 
up contamination in soil and groundwater on, or 
emanating from, the base.   
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SSIITTEE  DDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN  
  
Demolition Area 2 is located on the northern portion of 
Camp Edwards, approximately 1.5 miles from the base’s 
northern boundary with Sandwich. The 8-acre site was 
used from the late 1970s to the late 1980s as a 
demolition area.  Records show explosive charges, 
including TNT and the compound explosive, C-4 (in 
quantities of less than 10 lbs.) were used at Demolition 
Area 2.   
 
Demolition Area 2 consists of a clearing with a relatively 
shallow natural depression.  The terrain is elevated to the 
north and east and densely vegetated outside of the 
clearing.  A berm, comprised of a series of small soil piles 
is located just beyond the tree line on the western edge 
of the clearing.   
 
Investigations to analyze contamination at Demolition 
Area 2 have included soil samples at approximately 40 
locations and the installation of 8 groundwater-monitoring 
wells.  The explosive chemicals RDX and HMX are the 
primary contaminants of concern at this site and have 
been detected in soil and groundwater.  Perchlorate has 
not been detected in the soil or groundwater at 
Demolition Area 2. 
 
This fact sheet describes a Rapid Response Action 
planned to address soil contamination at two locations on 
the Demolition Area 2 site.   

 

SSOOIILL  RRAAPPIIDD  RREESSPPOONNSSEE  AACCTTIIOONN  WWOORRKK  PPLLAANN    
 
The Demolition Area 2 Soil Rapid Response Action Work 
Plan proposes the removal of contaminated soil that is a 
potential source of groundwater contamination.  The areas 
where soil will be removed include a man-made berm and 
a 30-foot area at the center of the Demolition Area 2 site. 
 
BBEERRMM  RREEMMOOVVAALL  
Detectable concentrations of explosives chemicals 
including RDX, HMX and 2A- and 4A-DNTs have been 
found in soils collected from the “U”-shaped berm on the 
western edge of the Demolition Area 2 clearing.   The 
presence of these chemicals is consistent with the types 
of explosives used in past Demolition Area 2 activities. 
The configuration of the soil berm, combined with the 
presence of explosive residue and metal debris (fence and 
wire) presumed to be from previous demolition activities, 
indicate that materials scraped from the surface of the 
demolition area during range maintenance activities 
created the berm.   
 
The proposed Rapid Response Action calls for the 
excavation and removal of the berm.  Although not all soil 
samples collected from the berm contained measurable 
amounts of explosives chemicals, the proposal calls for all 
of the berm to be removed since it is cost effective to do 
so. 
 
3300--FFOOOOTT  AARREEAA  RREEMMOOVVAALL  
The explosives chemicals RDX, HMX and 2A- and 4A-
DNTs also have been found in soils collected from a 30-
foot area of soil located at the center of the Demolition 
Area 2 site in the vicinity of the groundwater monitoring 
well known as MW-16.   
Demolition Area 2



 

A 15-day public comment period w
March 23 – April 6, 2004.   Visit ww
 
Details of the plan will be presented
at the Holiday Inn – Cape Cod, 291
 

TTRREEAATTMMEENNTT  &&  FFOOLLLLOOWW  UUPP  
 
The two proposed excavations at Demolition Area 2 
would remove an estimated 825 tons of soil.  This soil 
removal action is expected to reduce contamination that 
may be a continuing source of groundwater 
contamination.  Following excavation, the proposal calls 
for the soil to be treated on-site, using the Thermal 
Desorption unit at Demolition Area 1, or disposed of at a 
licensed off-site location.   
 
Post-excavation sampling will be conducted in order to 
document conditions after the cleanup.  
 
Investigations at Demolition Area 2 will continue and the 
need for any additional cleanup activities will be 
evaluated during that process. 
 
 
The Draft Demolition Area 2 Soil Berm Rapid 
Response Action Work Plan proposes the following 
activities: 

• Excavation of 825 tons of soil to reduce/eliminate the 
source of groundwater contamination.  Including: 

 Removal of man-made berm to ground level 

 Excavation of soil from 30-foot area at the 
center of site  

• Use of Thermal Desorption unit at Demolition Area 1 
to treat excavated soil on Camp Edwards or disposal 
of soil at licensed facility off-site. 

  

NNEEXXTT  SSTTEEPPSS//UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  

Next steps toward conducting the Rapid Response 
Action for soil at Demolition Area 2 include: 

• Conduct a public comment period on the Draft 
Demolition Area 2 Soil Rapid Response Action 
Work Plan (3/23/04-4/6/04) 

• Incorporate regulatory and public comments into the 
Rapid Response Action Plan (early spring 2004) 

• apid Response Action Plan (through 

 Begin Rapid Response Action (summer 2004) 

Finalize the R
spring 2004) 

•

IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  RREEPPOOSSIITTOORRIIEESS  
Information Repositories have been established in four 
local libraries. The repositories are updated regularly to 
ensure that all necessary documents associated with 
the cleanup program (including copies of workplans, 
sampling results, site reports, fact sheets, meeting 
minutes, and other materials) are available to the public. 
  
Information repositories locations: 
 
Falmouth Public Library   
123 Katharine Lee Bates Road  
Falmouth, MA 02540 
 
Jonathan Bourne Library 
19 Sandwich Road 
Bourne, MA 02532 
 
Mashpee Public Library   
Steeple Street, Mashpee Commons  
Mashpee, MA 02649   
 
Sandwich Public Library 
142 Main Street 
Sandwich, MA 02563 
 
 
The Draft Demolition Area 2 Soil Berm Rapid 
Response Action Work Plan as well as fact sheets on
contaminants of concern, including RDX and HMX is 
available at these locations and on our Web site.  
 
FFOORR  MMOORREE  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
Contact the following individuals for more information: 

Kristina Curley – Impact Area Groundwater Study 
Public Relations Specialist 
508-968-5626 
 
Ellie Grillo – MADEP Community Involvement 
508-946-2866 
 
Jim Murphy – EPA Community Involvement  
617-918-1028 
 

Or visit the Impact Area Groundwater Study Program 
Web site at: www.groundwaterprogram.org  
OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  PPUUBBLLIICC  CCOOMMMMEENNTT  

ill be held on the Draft Demolition Area 2 Soil Rapid Response Action Work Plan from 
w.groundwaterprogram.org to submit comments.   

 at the Impact Area Review Team Meeting on Tuesday, March 23, 2004, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
 Jones Road in Falmouth. 

http://www.groundwaterprogram.org/

